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Famous ciphers 3 – The Beale ciphers

Season 03
Episode 13

Time frame 2 periods

Prerequisites : Con
epts of 
ryptography. Caesar 
ipher.
Objectives :

• Dis
over a book 
ipher
Materials :

• Cipher
• De
laration of Independen
e
• Slideshow
1 – The story 10 minsUsing a slideshow, the tea
her introdu
es the story of the Beale 
iphers, 
hronologi
ally,until the opening of the box by Morriss in 1845.
2 – Break the code 55 minsStudents are given the se
ond Beale 
ipher and some time to study it. When they noti
ethat frequen
y analysis is not working, a short dis
ussion should lead them to the idea ofa book 
ipher. Then, or if no idea emerges, they are handed out the US De
laration ofIndependan
e and have to use it to de
ipher the message and understand what it's about.
3 – The story Remaining timeUsing a slideshow, the tea
her 
ontinues the story of the Beale 
iphers.
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Document Cipher 2115, 73, 24, 807, 37, 52, 49, 17, 31, 62, 647, 22, 7, 15, 140, 47, 29, 107,79, 84, 56, 239, 10, 26, 811, 5, 196, 308, 85, 52, 160, 136, 59, 211, 36, 9,46, 316, 554, 122, 106, 95, 53, 58, 2, 42, 7, 35, 122, 53, 31, 82, 77, 250,196, 56, 96, 118, 71, 140, 287, 28, 353, 37, 1005, 65, 147, 807, 24, 3, 8,12, 47, 43, 59, 807, 45, 316, 101, 41, 78, 154, 1005, 122, 138, 191, 16, 77,49, 102, 57, 72, 34, 73, 85, 35, 371, 59, 196, 81, 92, 191, 106, 273, 60, 394,620, 270, 220, 106, 388, 287, 63, 3, 6, 191, 122, 43, 234, 400, 106, 290, 314,47, 48, 81, 96, 26, 115, 92, 158, 191, 110, 77, 85, 197, 46, 10, 113, 140,353, 48, 120, 106, 2, 607, 61, 420, 811, 29, 125, 14, 20, 37, 105, 28, 248,16, 159, 7, 35, 19, 301, 125, 110, 486, 287, 98, 117, 511, 62, 51, 220, 37,113, 140, 807, 138, 540, 8, 44, 287, 388, 117, 18, 79, 344, 34, 20, 59, 511,548, 107, 603, 220, 7, 66, 154, 41, 20, 50, 6, 575, 122, 154, 248, 110, 61,52, 33, 30, 5, 38, 8, 14, 84, 57, 540, 217, 115, 71, 29, 84, 63, 43, 131, 29,138, 47, 73, 239, 540, 52, 53, 79, 118, 51, 44, 63, 196, 12, 239, 112, 3, 49,79, 353, 105, 56, 371, 557, 211, 505, 125, 360, 133, 143, 101, 15, 284, 540,252, 14, 205, 140, 344, 26, 811, 138, 115, 48, 73, 34, 205, 316, 607, 63, 220,7, 52, 150, 44, 52, 16, 40, 37, 158, 807, 37, 121, 12, 95, 10, 15, 35, 12,131, 62, 115, 102, 807, 49, 53, 135, 138, 30, 31, 62, 67, 41, 85, 63, 10, 106,807, 138, 8, 113, 20, 32, 33, 37, 353, 287, 140, 47, 85, 50, 37, 49, 47, 64,6, 7, 71, 33, 4, 43, 47, 63, 1, 27, 600, 208, 230, 15, 191, 246, 85, 94, 511,2, 270, 20, 39, 7, 33, 44, 22, 40, 7, 10, 3, 811, 106, 44, 486, 230, 353, 211,200, 31, 10, 38, 140, 297, 61, 603, 320, 302, 666, 287, 2, 44, 33, 32, 511,548, 10, 6, 250, 557, 246, 53, 37, 52, 83, 47, 320, 38, 33, 807, 7, 44, 30,31, 250, 10, 15, 35, 106, 160, 113, 31, 102, 406, 230, 540, 320, 29, 66, 33,101, 807, 138, 301, 316, 353, 320, 220, 37, 52, 28, 540, 320, 33, 8, 48, 107,50, 811, 7, 2, 113, 73, 16, 125, 11, 110, 67, 102, 807, 33, 59, 81, 158, 38,43, 581, 138, 19, 85, 400, 38, 43, 77, 14, 27, 8, 47, 138, 63, 140, 44, 35,



Season 03 • Episode 13 • Famous ciphers 3 – The Beale ciphers 222, 177, 106, 250, 314, 217, 2, 10, 7, 1005, 4, 20, 25, 44, 48, 7, 26, 46,110, 230, 807, 191, 34, 112, 147, 44, 110, 121, 125, 96, 41, 51, 50, 140, 56,47, 152, 540, 63, 807, 28, 42, 250, 138, 582, 98, 643, 32, 107, 140, 112, 26,85, 138, 540, 53, 20, 125, 371, 38, 36, 10, 52, 118, 136, 102, 420, 150, 112,71, 14, 20, 7, 24, 18, 12, 807, 37, 67, 110, 62, 33, 21, 95, 220, 511, 102,811, 30, 83, 84, 305, 620, 15, 2, 10, 8, 220, 106, 353, 105, 106, 60, 275,72, 8, 50, 205, 185, 112, 125, 540, 65, 106, 807, 138, 96, 110, 16, 73, 33,807, 150, 409, 400, 50, 154, 285, 96, 106, 316, 270, 205, 101, 811, 400, 8,44, 37, 52, 40, 241, 34, 205, 38, 16, 46, 47, 85, 24, 44, 15, 64, 73, 138,807, 85, 78, 110, 33, 420, 505, 53, 37, 38, 22, 31, 10, 110, 106, 101, 140,15, 38, 3, 5, 44, 7, 98, 287, 135, 150, 96, 33, 84, 125, 807, 191, 96, 511,118, 40, 370, 643, 466, 106, 41, 107, 603, 220, 275, 30, 150, 105, 49, 53,287, 250, 208, 134, 7, 53, 12, 47, 85, 63, 138, 110, 21, 112, 140, 485, 486,505, 14, 73, 84, 575, 1005, 150, 200, 16, 42, 5, 4, 25, 42, 8, 16, 811, 125,160, 32, 205, 603, 807, 81, 96, 405, 41, 600, 136, 14, 20, 28, 26, 353, 302,246, 8, 131, 160, 140, 84, 440, 42, 16, 811, 40, 67, 101, 102, 194, 138, 205,51, 63, 241, 540, 122, 8, 10, 63, 140, 47, 48, 140, 288
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Document USDI

The unanimous Declaration

of the thirteen united States of AmericaWhen in the Course of human events it be
omes ne
essary for one people to dissolvethe politi
al bands whi
h have 
onne
ted them with another and to assume among thepowers of the earth, the separate and equal station to whi
h the Laws of Nature and ofNature's God entitle them, a de
ent respe
t to the opinions of mankind requires that theyshould de
lare the 
auses whi
h impel them to the separation.We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
reated equal, that theyare endowed by their Creator with 
ertain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. � That to se
ure these rights, Governments areinstituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
onsent of the governed, �That whenever any Form of Government be
omes destru
tive of these ends, it is theRight of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new Government, layingits foundation on su
h prin
iples and organizing its powers in su
h form, as to them shallseem most likely to e�e
t their Safety and Happiness. Pruden
e, indeed, will di
tate thatGovernments long established should not be 
hanged for light and transient 
auses ; anda

ordingly all experien
e hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to su�er, whileevils are su�erable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to whi
h they area

ustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably thesame Obje
t evin
es design to redu
e them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, itis their duty, to throw o� su
h Government, and to provide new Guards for their futurese
urity. � Su
h has been the patient su�eran
e of these Colonies ; and su
h is now thene
essity whi
h 
onstrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The historyof the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, allhaving in dire
t obje
t the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. Toprove this, let Fa
ts be submitted to a 
andid world.
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essary for the publi
good.He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importan
e,unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained ; and when sosuspended, he has utterly negle
ted to attend to them.He has refused to pass other Laws for the a

ommodation of large distri
ts of people,unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a rightinestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.He has 
alled together legislative bodies at pla
es unusual, un
omfortable, and distantfrom the depository of their Publi
 Re
ords, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into
omplian
e with his measures.He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing invasions.He has refused for a long time, after su
h dissolutions, to 
ause others to be ele
ted,whereby the Legislative Powers, in
apable of Annihilation, have returned to the People atlarge for their exer
ise ; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangersof invasion from without, and 
onvulsions within.He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States ; for that purpose obs-tru
ting the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners ; refusing to pass others to en
ouragetheir migrations hither, and raising the 
onditions of new Appropriations of Lands.He has obstru
ted the Administration of Justi
e by refusing his Assent to Laws forestablishing Judi
iary Powers.He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone for the tenure of their o�
es, andthe amount and payment of their salaries.He has ere
ted a multitude of New O�
es, and sent hither swarms of O�
ers to harassour people and eat out their substan
e.He has kept among us, in times of pea
e, Standing Armies without Consent of ourlegislatures.He has a�e
ted to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power.He has 
ombined with others to subje
t us to a jurisdi
tion foreign to our 
onstitution,and una
knowledged by our laws ; giving his Assent to their A
ts of pretended Legislation :



Season 03 • Episode 13 • Famous ciphers 3 – The Beale ciphers 5For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us :For prote
ting them, by a mo
k Trial from punishment for any Murders whi
h theyshould 
ommit on the Inhabitants of these States :For 
utting o� our Trade with all parts of the world :For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent :For depriving us in many 
ases, of the bene�t of Trial by Jury :For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended o�en
es :For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Provin
e, establi-shing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it aton
e an example and �t instrument for introdu
ing the same rule into these ColoniesFor taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering funda-mentally the Forms of our Governments :For suspending our own Legislatures, and de
laring themselves invested with powerto legislate for us in all 
ases whatsoever.He has abdi
ated Government here, by de
laring us out of his Prote
tion and wagingWar against us.He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
oasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed thelives of our people.He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mer
enaries to 
ompleat theworks of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with 
ir
umstan
es of Cruelty &Per�dy s
ar
ely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head ofa 
ivilized nation.He has 
onstrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Armsagainst their Country, to be
ome the exe
utioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fallthemselves by their Hands.He has ex
ited domesti
 insurre
tions amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring onthe inhabitants of our frontiers, the mer
iless Indian Savages whose known rule of warfare,is an undistinguished destru
tion of all ages, sexes and 
onditions.In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humbleterms : Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prin
e,
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hara
ter is thus marked by every a
t whi
h may de�ne a Tyrant, is un�t to bethe ruler of a free people.Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warnedthem from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantablejurisdi
tion over us. We have reminded them of the 
ir
umstan
es of our emigration andsettlement here. We have appealed to their native justi
e and magnanimity, and we have
onjured them by the ties of our 
ommon kindred to disavow these usurpations, whi
hwould inevitably interrupt our 
onne
tions and 
orresponden
e. They too have been deafto the voi
e of justi
e and of 
onsanguinity. We must, therefore, a
quies
e in the ne
essity,whi
h denoun
es our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemiesin War, in Pea
e Friends.We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of Ameri
a, in General Congress,Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the re
titude of our inten-tions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnlypublish and de
lare, That these united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free andIndependent States, that they are Absolved from all Allegian
e to the British Crown, andthat all politi
al 
onne
tion between them and the State of Great Britain, is and oughtto be totally dissolved ; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Powerto levy War, 
on
lude Pea
e, 
ontra
t Allian
es, establish Commer
e, and to do all otherA
ts and Things whi
h Independent States may of right do. � And for the support ofthis De
laration, with a �rm relian
e on the prote
tion of Divine Providen
e, we mutuallypledge to ea
h other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sa
red Honor.


